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With more than 25 years of experience, Robert S. Melvin is a trusted advisor to businesses and institutions navigating complex
environmental, health, and safety challenges. His practice spans sustainability initiatives, emergency response planning, site
remediation, and development projects, as well as real estate and corporate transactions tied to these issues. Bob advocates
for clients before regulatory agencies and in court, bringing deep technical knowledge, practical solutions, and strategic insight
to a diverse range of clients, including aerospace and advanced manufacturing businesses, municipalities, educational
institutions, and water utilities. As co-chair of the firm’s LandLaw Section, he uses those same skills to coordinate the work of
his practice group with his colleagues’ practices in Real Estate & Development, Construction, and the firm’s Business
Litigation and Business Transactions Sections.

Sustainability + Environmental, Health + Safety (EH+S) Regulatory

Bob’s broad EH+S experience helps manufacturers and other businesses, institutions, and utilities address the range of
regulatory demands they face, such as the following federal programs and their state counterparts:

Worker safety standards enforced under the Occupational Safety and Health Act and the Mine Safety and Health Act;

Clean Water Act permitting of wastewater and stormwater discharges;

Clean Air Act emissions regulation;

» Hazardous waste management and underground storage tank requirements under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA);

Spill and chemical reporting and release prevention under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA), Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act, Oil Pollution Act, and Clean Water Act;

» Regulation of chemical manufacturing and distribution under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA); and

» Environmental disclosures under Regulation S-K of the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and corporate reporting
of environmental, social, and governance (ESG) matters to the public and interested investors.

His studies in chemical engineering and prior experience as an environmental engineer at the Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) help him appreciate the mix of legal and technical issues affecting his clients'
matters. Recognizing the growing and evolving scope of EH+S concerns, Bob helped create and now co-chairs our

firm’s Sustainability Group. This interdisciplinary team provides the firm and our clients with the coordination and experience
required to successfully identify and implement sustainable strategies for minimizing the impact of their operations and
products. Bob has also held positions on the University of Connecticut's Environmental Policy Advisory Council and a DEEP
“lean” task force formed to help the agency streamline its adjudication process.

Site Remediation + Development


rmelvin@rc.com
https://www.rc.com/sustainability

Bob helps clients and their technical consultants navigate through the obstacles that can delay or burden site cleanups and
restorations, brownfield redevelopment efforts, infrastructure and other construction projects, solar/wind energy generation
installations, and water supply and distribution projects. His guidance and representation allow clients and their project teams
to overcome the inevitable mix of legal, technical and financial challenges they face, such as:

» Securing financial and technical assistance available to owners and their communities seeking to redevelop brownfield
properties or complete clean energy and conservation projects;

Establishing cleanup criteria, institutional controls, financial assurance mechanisms, and other measures required under
CERCLA, RCRA, and state programs such as Connecticut’'s new Release-Based Cleanup Regulations;

Developing strategies to meet TSCA remediation and disposal standards for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and
authorization to use encapsulation and similar abatement methods for PCBs, asbestos, and other building materials;

Completing the analysis and application proceedings required for projects’ regulatory requirements, including wetlands and
other EH+S permitting;

Scoping and completing impact assessments and reviews required under the National Environmental Policy Act; and

Completing surveys and identifying mitigation plans addressing Endangered Species Act concerns.

He has served on several business-government partnerships to develop better environmental policies and standards. Bob
continues to work closely with business, agency, and elected officials on brownfield redevelopment and conservation projects.
He is also a regular contributor to the firm's Environmental Law + blog.

Services
» Environmental, Energy + Telecommunications
* Environmental Compliance + Permitting

» Brownfields + Redevelopment

Health + Safety

« Site Investigation + Remediation

Sustainability

« Crisis Planning + Management
» Transactions + Due Diligence
» Workplace Health + Safety

* Water

Industries
» Coastal + Offshore Resources
» Manufacturing

« Financial Institutions

Education
* University of Connecticut School of Law (Juris Doctor, with honors)
 University of Connecticut (Bachelors, magna cum laude)

- B.S., Chemical Engineering

Admissions

» State of Connecticut


https://www.environmentallawplus.com/

« U.S. District Court, District of Connecticut

Recognitions

Selected by his peers for inclusion in IheBestlawersinAmenca® jn the greas of Environmental Law since 2010 and Litigation-
Environmental since 2011

Selected to the Connecticut Super Lawyers list for 2006, 2007, and from 2010 to 2019

Ranked in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business in the state of Connecticut in the state of Connecticut in
the area of Environment in 2009 and every year since 2020

Listed in TheBestLawyersin America® 55 Hartford Lawyer of the Year in the area of Environmental Law for 2022

Leadership + Memberships

Connecticut Bar Foundation
James W. Cooper Fellow

Environmental Business Council of New England
Member, Leadership Team, Connecticut Chapter
Member, Leadership Team, Water Resources Committee

Connecticut Bar Association
Member, Environmental Law Section


https://www.bestlawyers.com/methodology
http://www.bestlawyers.com/about/MethodologyBasic.aspx
http://www.superlawyers.com/connecticut/selection_details.html
https://chambers.com/research/methodology
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