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Dennis C. Cavanaugh is a current member and past chair of our firm’s Construction group, and he focuses his practice on
construction and surety law, including transactional work and litigation. He has over 35 years of experience handling complex
construction matters involving contract procurement, negotiation, financing, and commercial-related dispute resolution and
litigation.

Dennis is a noted lecturer and author of publications on various construction and suretyship-related topics. He also is a regular
contributor to our firm’s blog on construction related matters, Construction Law Zone.

Dennis is a Fellow in the Construction Lawyers Society of America, an invitation-only construction lawyer honorary society with
membership limited to 1,200 practicing Fellows from the United States and internationally.

Contract Procurement + Project Delivery

Dennis reviews, drafts, and negotiates design, construction, and project management related contracts on behalf of his clients.
He counsels public and private building owners, tenants, lenders, building contractors, design professionals, subcontractors,
and sureties. He has extensive experience with a variety of building delivery methods, from design-bid-build to integrated
project delivery. Among the many transactions that Dennis has handled, he provided representation for a public-private
partnership to redevelop, operate and maintain state highway service plazas, which resulted in a 35-year agreement. He
represented a contractor partner involved in the construction of a new public toll bridge over a waterway. He regularly
represents municipalities and other governmental authorities pursuing construction projects, whether it is a renovation to a
school or a new public safety headquarters.

Dispute Resolution

When a dispute arises during a construction project, such as a disagreement over performance or the timeline, Dennis is
experienced as an advocate in construction and commercial litigation, arbitration and mediation. He has litigated and arbitrated
construction disputes involving construction defects, unforeseen conditions, delay completion damages, contract non-
payment, liquidated damages, scope of work disputes and surety related issues. Dennis has handled cases involving a wide
range of residential, commercial, heavy/highway, and industrial construction projects, including roadway reconstruction and
bridge replacement, schools, high-rise office building, hospitals, government buildings, shopping centers, power and industrial
plants. His construction and surety litigation experience includes defense of a lawsuit brought against a public owner by a
contractor for damages for delay and obtained judgment against the contractor for liquidated damages incurred prior to the
termination of the parties' contract for convenience; representation of a bridge contractor and its surety engaged in the
completion of several heavy/highway projects in Massachusetts and Connecticut with an aggregate value of over $55 million;
and representation of a hospital in a multi-million dollar claim for defective design and contract administration of a hospital
ambulatory pavilion, a multi-story addition and renovation on the existing campus, housing for new outpatient services, an
emergency department, a post-anesthesia area unit, a cancer center, and a gastroenterology unit.


dcavanaugh@rc.com

Dennis has served as an arbitrator neutral in numerous arbitration proceedings spanning 28+ years involving residential,
commercial public and private projects, industrial and infrastructure projects ranging in value from $25,000 to $125 million. He
has been an American Arbitration Association panelist since 1990, serving both as a sole panelist and as a panel chairperson,
and also is trained as a mediator in commercial and construction claims, including successfully completing the AAA 'Mediator
Essentials - Skills for Facilitating Negotiated Agreements' mediator training course.

Services
» Access License Agreements

» Construction Dispute Resolution

Construction Law

» Contract Procurement + Project Delivery

Dispute Resolution
» Education

« Energy + Utilities

Health Care + Pharmaceutical

Infrastructure
« Litigation
» Surety + Fidelity

Industries
« Financial Institutions

« Construction

Education
 University of Miami School of Law (Juris Doctor)
« University of Connecticut (Bachelors, with distinction)

- B.A., Political Science

Admissions

» Commonwealth of Massachusetts

« State of Connecticut

« U.S. District Court, District of Connecticut

» U.S. District Court, District of Massachusetts

Recognitions

Ranked in Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business in the State of Connecticut in the area of Construction for
2025

Listed in The Best Lawyers in America®© as Hartford Lawyer of the Year in the area of Litigation - Construction for 2013, 2016,
and 2018 and in the area of Construction Law in 2012, 2015, and 2017

Selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®in the areas of Construction Law and Litigation-
Construction since 2011



https://chambers.com/research/methodology
https://www.bestlawyers.com/methodology
http://www.bestlawyers.com/Search/LOTYSearch.aspx

Selected to the Top 100 New England Super Lawyers list in 2016 and 2017
Selected to the Top 50 Connecticut Super Lawyers list from 2010 to 2019
Selected to the Connecticut Super Lawyers list from 2006 to 2025
Recognized in the Corporate Counsel Edition in Super Lawyers in May 2009
Charter Fellow, Construction Lawyers Society of America

Leadership + Memberships

American Arbitration Association
Construction Panel
Consumer Panel

American Bar Association

Forum on the Construction Industry
Section of Litigation

Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section

Connecticut Bar Association

Ex-Officio, Construction Law Section

Executive Committee, Construction Law Section (2020 - 2023)
Federal Practice Section

Past President, Construction Law Section

Connecticut Bar Foundation
James W. Cooper Fellow (2013)

Surety Claims Institute
Member

The National Bond Claims Association
Member

Construction Institute
Board of Advisors (2018 - Current)

Construction Lawyers Society of America
Member

State of Connecticut Justice of the Peace

University of Connecticut Alumni Association
Past President, National Board of Directors

Town of Glastonbury, Board of Assessment Appeals
Past member


http://www.superlawyers.com/connecticut/selection_details.html
http://www.superlawyers.com/connecticut/selection_details.html
http://www.superlawyers.com/connecticut/selection_details.html
http://www.superlawyers.com/connecticut/selection_details.html
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